THE RICE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
408 Division Street, Northfieid, MN 55057 


2012 Fall Issui 


The Rice County Genealogscal Society meets at 2:00 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday on even months at the Rice 
County Historical Society Museum, 1814 NW 2nd Avenue, Faribault, and on odd months in the Marston 
Headley Research Room in the lower level of the Northfieid Historical Society Building, 408 Division 
Street, Northfieid. Meetings are suspended during June, July and August. Special meetings may be 
called for research trips or for working on projects. 


Northfieid: 2:00 regular meeting. Newsletter items due 

Faribault : 2:00 regular meeting. Approve the Fall 

-2m<TNewsletter and set date for printing and mailing. 
Northfieid : 2:00 regular meeting. 

Election of officers for 2013. Dues for 2013 due. 
Faribault : 11:30 Annual Christmas get-together at The 

Depot 2:00 short meeting at the Rice Co.HistoricaJ 
Society Museum. Final date for 2013 dues to be paid. 

Northfieid: 2:00 regular meeting. 

Faribault: 2:00 regular meeting. Newsletter items due 

Northfieid: 2:00 regular meeting. Approve the Spring 

2 > ^0T2 Newsletter and set date for printing and mailing. 
Faribault 2:00 regular meeting. 

Northfieid: 2:00 regular meeting/presentation on The 

Old Prairieville Cemetery. 


Dues are for the calendar year and are $10 
for an individual and $12 for a family.. 

The newsletter is included with membership 

Members currently are actively working on their family lines and in searching out the history of those who 
came to live in or who passed through Rice County. When we have queries from others not in our family lines 
who seek help on their research projects, we refer them to Ariel Butler who is willing to do research for a fee. 
To secure more information on services she offers and her fee schedule, please contact her directly at: 

Ariel Butler, 1508 Pheasantwood Trail.. Northfieid, MN 55057 Ph.:507-301-2767 e.mafl: ariei-emery.buHer@gmail.com 
Please call ahead to schedule research in the Marston Headley Research Room. 


OFFICERS: 

President....Audrey DeMann 

Vice President..Ariene Williams 

Secretary-Treasurer..Dorothy Herkenratt 

Newsletter Etiitor/Pubiisber Dorothy Herkenratt 


MEETING DATES: 

Sept 

18, 2012 

Oct 

16, 2012 

Nov. 

20, 2012 

Dec. 

18, 2012 


Jan. 

15, 

2013 

Feb. 

19 , 

2013 

Mar. 

19, 

2013 

Apr. 

16, 

2013 

May 

21, 

2013 
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3 generations of descendants of Wm. Orr & Harriet Anderson 
Descendants Chart 
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1 — William ORR <1806) 

sp- Harriet Ann ANDERSON (1817) 

2— Catherine Urania ORR (1837) 
sp- Wiiliam Thomas CLELAND (1830) 

3 — Francis Thomas CLELAND "Frank" (1856) 
sp- Martha Jane DiXON (1862) 

4— Agnes Gertrude CLELAND (1885) 
sp- Lucius R. BOWE 
4- Ruth Harriet CLELAND (1888) 
sp- Fred NEIL 

4- James Francis CLELAND "Wilfred" (1890) 
4— Glen Herbert CLELAND (1892) 

4- Hazel Rebecca CLELAND (1899) 
sp- Ralph ROGERS 

4- Rufus Edward CLELAND "Edw.” (1900) 
4— Esther Dixon Cl FI A ND (1901) 
sp- John BURLINGAME 
3- William Wesiey CLELAND (1857) 

3— Anna Elizabeth CLELAND (1859) 
sp- HOOVER Mr. 
sp- M. L. GALLAGHER 
3- AimaLavinia CLELAND (1862) 
sp- Lowed EMERY 
3— Mary Ameua CLELAND (1863) 
sp- Mr. DiXON 

3- John Alien CLELAND (1865) 

3- Amanda Eliza CLELAND (1869) 
sp- Henry MANUEL (1861) 

3- EmmaC. CLELAND (1870) 

3- Harvey Newton Dale CLELAND (1872) 

3- Ella Irene CLELAND (1874) 

3- dau. CLELAND (1877) 

3- Jessie Harriet CLELAND (1879) 
sp- David A. CLARK 
4- Helen CLARK 

4— Catherine Prudence CLARK (1913) 
sp- Mr. FOSSUM 

3— Rowena Blanche CLELAND (1881) 
sp- Wallace Edmund SIMN1NG (1878) 

4— Roger Leo SiMNING (1904) 

4- Dorothy Beatrice SiMNING (1908) 
sp- Ralph E. ROBINSON 
4- Stuart Willard SIMNING (1910) 

2— Robert Elijah ORR (1839) 
sp- Elizabeth R. DUNN (1844) 

3— Hattie Beii ORR (1868) 

3— Frederick J. ORR (1871) 

3- Franklin W. ORR (1882) 

2— Hannah Jane ORR (1841) 
sp- Joseph B. BEYERS (1844) 

3- James BEYERS (1862) 

3- Kenneth McKenzie BEYERS (1868) 

3— Harvey Bums BEYERS (1870) 

3— Christy Ann BEYERS (1871) 

3— Wiifiam Arthur BEYERS (1873) 


Rice Gleanings Issue 37 


2012 Fall 


2 





Wed, Oct 24,2012 


3 generations of descendants of Wm. Oit & Harriet Anderson 
Descendants Chart 


Page 2 

3- Margaret Jane BEYERS #2 <1874) 

3— Margaret Jane BEYERS (1876) 

3— Elma Grace BEYERS (1877) 

3— Harriet Ann BEYERS (1880) 

2- Peter ORR (1843) 

2— Amelia ORR (1845) 
sp- Henry RUSSELL (1837) 

3- William RUSSELL ( 1860 ) 

3— James RUSSELL (1862) 
sp- John FERGUSON 
2— George Clark ORR (1848) 
sp- isabelie J. ARTHUR (1848) 

3— Lillian J. ORR (1879) 

3— Royal K. ORR (1881) 

3- Robert ORR (1832) 

3— Daisy Mae ORR (1834) 

2— William Henry ORR "Henry" (1850) 
sp- Jane INGRAM (1852) 

3— Arthur Warren ORR (1873) 

3— Leslie Peter ORR (1875) 

3- Elsie Maude ORR (1878) 

3— EfneVioia ORR (1881) 

3 — William Thomas OR R (1884) 
sp- Huida SCHiRMER (1886) 

4— Maurice R. ORR (1928) 
sp- Dorene HAWKINSON 
3- Ethel Mary ORR (1888) 
sp- Craig C. CALKINS (1874) 

2- Aiice Elizabeth ORR (1853) 

sp- Nathan Smiley DAVENPORT (1843) 

3— William Rufus DAVENPORT (1872) 
sp- Addie Arietta CRUMP (1877) 

4- Cecyl DAVENPORT 
sp- Eugene LAMM 
4- • Kenneth P. DAVENPORT (1902) 
sp- Gertrude H. FREMOUW 
3— Martha Clara DAVENPORT "Mattie" (1875) 
sp- John Edward PRiTCHARD (1863) 

4— Lucy Gertrude PRITCHARD (1896) 
sp- Leo Samuel CANEDY (1896) 

3— Leslie C. DAVENPORT (1878) 
sp- Rose WHITSON (1882) 

4— Ray E. DAVENPORT 
sp- Alma BOYSEN 

3— Harriet Annette DAVENPORT "Nettie" (1887) 
sp- Elmer Glenn HANSON 
2— John Harvey ORR (1856) 
sp- Clara Elizabeth TA YLOR (1858) 

3— George Estley Ambrose ORR (1884) 
sp- Mary "Mayme” Catherine DARDIS (1885) 

4— Eileen ORR (1917) 

3— Ethel May ORR (1889) 

sp- Edward Ogden CHESTER (1880) 

4- Marie Ethel CHESTER (1921) 
sp- Milton Arthur WILSON (1920) 
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sp- Romanes. FOSS <1920) 

4— Dorothy Ann CHESTER (1925) 
sp- Richard Milton HERKENRATT (1925) 

4- John William CHESTER (1928) 
sp- June Margaret FREDRICKSON (1934) 

3— Earl William ORR (1892) 

sp- Rose Constance CARON (1894) 

4— Eva May ORR (1915) 
sp- Charles SMITH 
sp- ErvUNDE 
sp- Gerald Eari DEAN 
4— John William "Jack" ORR (1917) 
sp- Videtta Adeile SLATER (1918) 

4— Earl William "Bill" ORR Jr (1923) 
sp- Rita M. HANLON (1928) 

4— Maurice Charles ORR "Mo" (1924) 
sp- Vivian Wolfe Mrs. 

4— Lawrence Edward ORR "Larry" (1927) 
sp- Lilias Jeannette ANDERSEN (1932) 

4— Maty Elizabeth ORR "Sis" (1929) 
sp- Lawrence Paul PEPER (1926) 

2— Leslie Rufus ORR "Les" (1859) 
sp- Louise M. THIELBAR (1861) 

3— William Frederick ORR "Bill" (1884) 

3— unnamed son ORR (1885) 

3— Edith Lenore ORR (1888) 
sp- unknown ANDERSON 
3— Edwin Leslie ORR (1890) 
sp- Jessie REED 

4— Kenneth ORR M.D. 
sp- Hildur 

3— Lee ORR (1892) 
sp- Norma TUPPER 
4- Mildred ORR 
sp- Russell BADENSHIER 
4- Kathleen ORR 
sp- Pelvin SLINDEN 
4— Dorothy ORR 
sp- Ed BLOOMENSTEIN 
4— Dorena ORR 
sp- Ed KENNEY 
4— Grace ORR 
sp- GRANSEE 
3— Grace ORR (1895) 
sp- Loren HARRINGTON 
sp- George Edward LITTLE 
3— Jesse Henry ORR (1898) 

3— Alton L. ORR adopted 
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Great-Grandparents of Dorothy Chester Herkenratt (Mrs. Richard Herkenratt) - Part 2 
Contact Dorothy by writing to 2405 NW 2nd Ave., Faribault MN 55021 
information on the first seven of William and Harriet Off's ten children, their grandchildren and great¬ 
grandchildren follows: 

1. Catherine Urania “Urane” Orr bom Lisbon, New York 17 Dec. 1837; died 22 Dec. 1923 Dundas, 
Rice Co., MN; married in Edwardsburg, Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada 22 Aug. 1855 to William Thomas 
□eland bom 1830 Canada; died 12 Mar. 1909 Dundas. 


Urane was born jn Lisbon, NY on 


* S3 7 and grew up on the family farm near 


eOwardsourg, ciT€rivule Co., untsno, Canada, ihe was married there 22 Aug. 1855 to William Thomas 
□eland who was bom in 1830 in Canada. The Cleiand family’s origins trace back to Lanarkshire in Scotland, 
and William was a descendant of a brand) of the family that immigrated to County Down in Ireland in the early 
i 700’s and then moved on to Dundas Co., Ontario, Canada about 1820. William and Catherine Urania left 
Canada and moved to Dundas, Rice Co., MN, arriving 26 Nov. 1865, just two months following the birth of 
their fifth child, John Allen. William had been hired by the Archibalds in Dundas, Canada, as a millwright and 
carpenter for the Archibald Mills in Dundas, MN. William also helped in the building of The Church of The 
Holy Cross as well as many other Dundas structures. William also did farming and conducted a dairy and had 
the first milk route in the area. Catherine was always referred to as Aunt Urane. Urane and William lived In a 
house just across the road to the north of The Church of the Holy Cross, and William’s parents also lived with 
the family. Aunt Urane made beautiful quilts, and as she grew older and her eyesight was failing, she would go 
out into the sunlight so she could see to thread her needles. Squares from three of her quilts given to her niece 
Ethel Orr Chester have been passed down as heirlooms in the Chester family. The Church of the Holy Cross 
(Episcopal) in Dundas records show Mr. William T. aeland and Mrs. Catherine U. Cleiand were confirmed as 
adults on June 2, 1879 by the Rt. Rev. H. B. Whipple, D.D. William aeland died 12 Mar. 1909 at his home 
and was buried 14 Mar. in Groveland Cemetery. Dundas, in Section 34-1. Catherine Urania Orr Cleiand died 
22 Jan. 1923 at age 85 in her home. She was buried 24 January beside her husband in Groveland Cemetery. 
She was predeceased by her son William Wesley and daughters Anna Gallagher, Emma C. and Sla Irene both in 
infancy, as well as an unnamed infant daughter, and was survived by her children Francis “Frank” Cleiand, 
Mrs. Alma Emery, Mrs. Mary Dixon, John Geland, Mrs. Amanda Manuel, Harvey Oeland, Mrs. Jessie Clark,” 
Mrs. Rena Simning; and by her sister Mrs. Alice Davenport and three brothers Henry, John, & Leslie Orr. 


William and Urania had thirteen children, the first five being born in Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada and the 
last eight in Dundas, Bridgewater Twp., Rice Co., MN. In order, and what little 1 know about them, they were: 

1) Francis Thomas “Frank” Oeland was bom 9 July 1856 and came to Dundas with his parents and four 
siblings In 1865. Frank was a farmer, and in 1881 he married Martha Jane Dixon who was bom 14 Apr. 
1862. In 1901 Frank and Martha moved to the Wilson farm on the Stanton Road out of Northfield where they 
lived for 18 years, then in 1919 they moved to Danbury, Wl. It was there that Martha died 2 Dec. 1942. She 
was brought back to Dundas for burial in Groveland Cemetery. Frank went to Minneapolis in December of 
1946 to spend the holidays with his youngest daughter Esther and her husband John Burlingame and he dial 
there Jan. 6, 1947. Frank's grandsons were pallbearers: James Burlingame, Dan, Donald & Frank Bowe, and 
Ralph and Paul Nefl. At age 88 Frank was still enjoying working in the woods, and cut ten loads of wood that 
year. He was still in excellent health until about the middle of December when he seemed to tire easily, but 
even so went to Minneapolis to spend holidays. Frank was laid to rest beside Martha in Groveland Cemetery in 
Dundas. Their children were Agnes Gertrude born 26 Oct. 1885 who married Lucius R. Bowe; Ruth Harriet 
bom 4 Mar. 1888 who married Fred Neil; James Francis “Wilfred'’ bom 17 Aug. 1890 and lived in Dolan, 
AL when his father died in 1947; Glen Herbert born 20 Dec. 1892 and lived in Senora, CA when his father 
died; Hazel Rebecca bom 27 Oct. 1899 in Forest Twp., Rice Co., MN, married Ralph Rogers and lived in 
Delano, CA when her father died in 1947; Rufus Edward, known as Edward, bom 9 Mar. 1900 in Dundas, Rice 
Co., and lived in Los Angeles, CA. He was the only one of the children from a distance present for his father’s 

funeral; and Esther Dixon Oeland born 29 Nov. 1901 in Stanton, Dakota Co., MN, married John Burlingame 
and they lived in Minneapolis, Hennepin Co., MN. It was at their home that her father, Francis Thomas 
“Frank” Cleiand, died 6 Jan, 1947 while visiting them. 

2) William Wesley Cleiand was was bom in Grenville Co, Ontario in 1857 and died there in 1858. 
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3) Anna Elizabeth married first a Hoover and second M.!_ Gallagher. She was bom in Grenville Co, Ontario, 
Canada in 1859, came to Dundas where she married, and she died 5 Sept. 1918. She predeceased her mother. 

4) Alma Lavinia Cleland was bom in Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada in 1862. and married Lowell Emery. At 
the time of her mother's death in 1923, the family was living in Conjuring Creek, Canada, and Alma was no 
longer living by the time her brother Francis “Frank” died in January of 1947. 

5) Mary Amelia was bom in 1863 in Grenville Co, Ontario. She married a Mr. Dixon and in 1923 at the time 
of her mother’s death was living at Fort Ripley. Mary’s husband was a brother of Martha Jane Dixon who 
married Mary’s brother Francis “Frank” Thomas Cleland. 

6) John Allen Cleland, bom 18 Sept. 1865, was the last of the Cleland children bom in Canada. He said that 
the Cleland family came to Dundas on Nov. 26, 1865, the year of his birth (Sept 18, 1865), when he was 
just an infant. John and his sister Amanda Eliza were christened at The Church of the Holy Cross (Episcopal) 
on Christmas Day in 1869 at evening prayer. John had moved with his parents and some of his siblings to 
Danbury, Wl in 1919 where he remained for most of his life. However, he died in December 1947 in a rest 
home in Aberdeen, SD, the year that his father died. His mother, father, brother Frank and sisters Amanda 
Manuel of Danbury and Alma Emery of Canada predeceased him. He was survived by his brother Newt of Dundas 
and his sisters Maty Dixon of Robbinsdaie, Jessie Clark of Eden Prairie and Rena Simning of Crystal City, 
Manitoba, Canada. 

7) Amanda Eliza Cleland and her brother were christened at the same time. (See 6 above) She married at age 
34 Henry Manuel, age 42, the son of Asa and Caroline Manuel of Northfield, MN. They were married by the 
Rev. Charles Lewis Slattery at the Deanery of the Cathedral of Our Merciful Saviour in Faribault on Monday, 
13 Apr. 1903, and they also moved to Danbury, Wl. ! am not sure of the exact date of her death, but she died in 
Danbury before 1947 when her brother Francis “Frank” died. 

8) an infant daughter, Emma C., was bom August 1870 whose burial is recorded in the Parish Records of The 
Church of the Holy Cross, Dundas 1865-1886 as Cleland, infant dau. of Wm. and Eurania Cleland was buried 
Aug. 31,1870 by Rev. Mr. Gold. No'record of her baptism was found. (NOTE: should be Urania.) 

9) Harvey Newton Dale “Newt” Cleland was bom 12 Apr. 1872 and lived his whole life in Dundas until he 
went in 1952 to live in the Odd Fellows Home in Northfield where he died 4 May 1958. He was buried in 
Groveland Cemetery, Dundas, with his parents. He was christened on the 19th Sunday after Trinity, 1872 by 
the Rev. Mr. Gold who incorrectly recorded his name as Henry Newton Cleland in the register. Newt always 
said the Cleland family came to Dundas with the Archibald family to help in the Archibald Mills. His father was 
a carpenter all his life and Newt said later he helped his father in a dairy business as his father had the first 
milk route in Dundas. After his father died. Newt, who never married, remained at home to care for his 
mother until her death in 1923, and he worked about the village at odd jobs. I remember Newt quite well as he 
would come to visit us on a regular basis. He was not overly tail, had a slight build, was a bit stooped as he 
aged, was soft-spoken and had quite a sense of humor. We always looked forward to having him in our midst. I 
felt that he favored the Oris rather than the Cielands. When Newt died, only his sisters Jessie Clark who lived 
in Palo : Alto, CA, and Rena Simning in Crystal City, Manitoba, Canada survived him. 

10) Ola Irene Geland was bom at home in Dundas 6 July 1874 and was baptized privately at the Cleland home 
by the Rev. Mr. Gold from The Church of the Holy Cross on 19 July 1874 because she was so ill. She died 10 
Aug. 1874 and was buried in Groveland Cemetery the next day. She had lived only a month and four days. 

11) stiilborn daughter Cleland. Born and died 25 June 1877 at home in Dundas. It is unknown if she was 
christened. She is also buried in Groveland Cemetery in Dundas. 

12) Jessie Harriet Cleland was bom at home in Dundas in 1879 and was christened at the Church of the Holy 
Cross (Episcopal) on 4 May 1879. It was interesting to note that her sponsors were her aunt and uncle, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. C. Cleland. Jessie was confirmed at age fifteen on 30 Mar. 1893 by Bishop Whipple, D.D., 

I _LD. in the same church in which she had been baptized- Jessie married David A. Clark and the family was 

living in Dunkirk, MT by 1913. By die time of her mother’s death in 1923, Jessie and David were living in 

Eden Prairie, MN, moving to St Louis Park where David died 2 May 1945- He was buried from Fdin Prairie 

Jessie had moved to Paid Alto, CA by the time her brother Newt died in 1959. She died 1 Oct. 1961 in Redwood 
City, ca and was buried in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery there. David and Jessie had two daughters: Helen and 
Catherine Prudence. Catherine Prudence Clark was born 28 May 1913 in Havre, MT and was christened at The 
Church: of the Holy Cross (Episcopal) in Dundas, MN on 21 June 1914. Prudence was married to a Mr. 


Rice Gleanings Issue 37 


2012 Fall 


6 




Fossum. 

13) Rowena Blanche “Rena” Cleland was bom at home in Dundas 5 Sept. 1881 and was the one of the Cleland 
cousins closest to my mother in age. She was baptized at the home of her parents by the Rev. F. Humphrey 
from The Church of the Holy Cross (Episcopal) on 21 May 1882, and again the Rev. Mr. Humphrey misspelled 
the name as he wrote Roena Blanch Cleland in the parish register. Rowena was confirmed at the church at age 
fifteen by Bishop Gilbert, D.D. on 3 Mar. 1896. She was married at the Rectory of the church on Thursday, 11 
Sept. 1902 to Wallace E. Simning of Northfield. Wallace Edmund Simning was born in Northfield, Rice Co .’MN 
16 Nov. 1878 to James and Louisa Schaefer Simning (bom Kippen, Ontario, Canada 10 Oct. 1852 and came 
with father Henry Schaefer, a pioneer settler in the Prairie Creek neighborhood. Married James Simning 10 
Oct. 1877 in Northfield where she lived except for two years spent in Minneapolis. James and Louisa had two 
sons. Wallace E. and Roy B. Simning.) After Rowena and Wallace’s marriage, they moved to Austin, MN. They 
returned to Dundas and by 1908 were living at 1335 Washington Street in Northeast Minneapolis. When 
Rena’s mother died in 1923, Wallace and Rena had moved to Crystal City, Manitoba, Canada where she 
remained for the rest of her life. I never learned of her death, but I do know she was still living, as was her 
sister Jessie, when her brother Newt died in 1958. Rena and Wallace had three children: 1] Roger Leo 
Simning bom in Dundas and christened at The Church of the Holy Cross (Episcopal) in Dundas on Easter Day, 3 
Apr. 1904, 2] Dorothy Beatrice Simning bom 14 Jan. 1908 in Westbrook, MN, who married 15 June 1925 
in Redwood Falls, MN Ralph E. Robinson. Dorothy died 5 May 1977 at the Northfield Hospital and was buried 7 
May in Oaklawn Cemetery in Northfield. Ralph died in 1958 and is also buried in Oaklawn Cemetery. Dorothy 

and Ralph had eight children: Eugene bom 1925, married Harriet __ bom 1930, died 4 June 1983 and is 

buried in Maple Lawn Cemetery in Faribault; Roger of Northfield; Myron of Burnsville; Orville of Rosemount; 
Burton of Bloomington; David of Delano; Mrs. Doris Olson of Coon Rapids; and Mrs. Shirley Schowalter of St 
Paul, all in MN. and 3] Stuart Willard Simning born 18 May 1910 in Dundas, baptized at The Church of the 

Holy Cross (Episcopal) in Dundas on 10 July 1910. My Aunt Charlotte Chester (later Mrs. Arthur Schrader) 
was one of his sponsors. 

Rena would come every summer to visit with her brother Newt and with my mother, Ethel Orr Chester, 
and my Uncles George and Earl Orr and other Cleland and Orr relatives. She would come early - and l mean 
early - in the morning to spend the day and how Mom and she would visit! She was taller than Mom and a bit 
toward the heavy side, but straight and trim. She was always dressed so nicely, and one time she brought me a 
beautiful slender gold pin about three inches long that had been enameled with green leaves and yellow flowers 
with brilliants in the center. How l loved that pin! It was lost, however, as my brother and l were playing 
indians in the corn-stalk tepees that fall. Hunt as 1 would I never found it, nor were my father and brother 
able to locate it. I always wondered if someone working the field would eventually turn it up. 

2. Robert Elijah Orr bom 7 Aug.1839 Edwardsburg, Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada; died 2 Mar.1917 
Silver Creek, Gunplain Twp., Allengen Co., Ml; married 1867 in NY Elizabeth R. Dunn born 1844 and 
died 1917; lived in Michigan. 

William and Harriet Ann Anderson Orris second child was Robert Elijah who was born 7 Aug. 1839. He 
married in NY in 1867 Elizabeth R. Dunn who was born in 1844. Robert also came to Dundas to work in the 
Archibald Mills and by the time of the 1880 census, he was 40 years old and had been working in the flour 
mill for four months. However, he was also one of the siblings who moved to Michigan and was living there 
when his mother died in 1899. He had three children: Hattie Bell bom 1868, Frederick J. bom 1871 and 
Franklin W. born 1882. This is all i know about Robert. 

3. Hannah Jane Orr bom 29 Jul.1841 Edwardsburg, Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada; died 15 Oct.1915 
Cardinal, Grenville Co., Ontario; married in Spencerville, Grenville Co., Ontario on 12 July 1862 
Joseph B. Beyers bom 1844 and died 1929; remained in Canada. 

Hannah Jane “Jane” married Joseph Beyers and they lived in Cardinal, Ontario. Grandpa John Orr and Mom 
visited Aunt Jane and her family and the Orr and Anderson families when they took that trip to Niagara Fails 
and Canada either just before or after Mom graduated from college in 1914. Hannah and Joseph had nine 
children: James born 1862, Kenneth McKenzie bom 1868, Harvey Burns bom 1870, Christy Ann bom 
1871, William Arthur born 1873, Margaret Jane born 1874, Margaret Jane #2 born 1876, Emma Grace 
born 1877 and Harriet Ann bom 1880. Mom was always faithful in writing to her Beyers cousin Harriett 
(Hattie), but i was unable to locate any old correspondence with her address after Mom died. 
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4. 


Peter Orr bom July 13, 1843 Edwardsburg, Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada; died in Civil War and 
was buried in the trenches. 

Peter Orr was bom 13 July 1843 in Edwardsburg. When 1 was very small. Grandma Orr (Clara Elizabeth 
“Dolly” Taylor Orr) would talk about Mom’s Uncle Peter, but l don’t recall much of what she told. 1 do know 
that she said Peter was buried in the trenches on a Civil War battlefield, and although 1 can’t be absolutely 
sure of the battle, I think she said the Battle of Chickamauga. 1 have yet to find exactly where he died or where 
he enlisted as he is not on any Minnesota muster roll. It is possible that he enlisted in New York state. I 
definitely recall that Grandma Orr said that Great-grandmother Harriet Ann Anderson Orr, his mother, 
received a government pension because of his service and death. 

5. Amelia Orr born 27 Dec. 1845 Edwardsburg, Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada; died 1 Feb. 1915; 
married first Henry Russell bom 1837 and died 1899; married second John Ferguson; lived in 
Michigan. 

Amelia Orr was bom 27 Dec. 1845 in Edwardsburg. Her first husband’s name was Henry Russell and tthey 
hadd two children: William born 1860 and James bom 1862. Her second was John Ferguson to whom she was 
married at the time of her mother 5 s death in 1899. At that time she was living in Michigan as were her 
siblings George and Robert Orr. Amelia died 1 Feb. 1915. 

6. George Clark Orr bom 15 Feb. 1848 Edwardsburg, Grenville Co., Ontario, Canada; died 20 Dec. 
1922 Saginaw, Saginaw Co., Ml; married 1879 in Spencerville, Grenville Co., Ontario, Isabelle J. 
Arthur born 1848, died 1920; lived in Michigan. 

George Clark Orr was bom 15 Feb. 1848 also in Edwardsburg. He was one of the Orrs who settled in Michigan. 
He and Isabelle had four children: Lillian J. bom 1879, RoyalK. bom 1881, Robert bom 1832 and daisy Mae 
born 1834. 

7. William Henry “Henry” “Harry” Orr bom 28 May 1850 Edwardsburg, Grenville Co., Ontario, 
Canada; died 24 May 1929 Faribault, Rice Co., MN; married Hastings, Dakota Co., MN 25 Dec. 1872 
Jane Ingram bom 2 Feb. 1852 Canada; died 31 Mar. 1928 Faribault, Rice Co., MN 

William Henry Harry” “Henry” Orr was born 28 May 1850, also in Edwardsburg. Mother always referred 
to him as Uncle Henry. He was the oldest of the children who came with his mother to Dundas in 1868. He 
married Jane Ingram who was bom in Canada 3 Feb. 1852 to Thomas and Olivia Wightman Ingram. (Thomas 
Ingram was bom in Ireland in 1830 and when he was twenty, married Olivia Wightman. The next year they 
came to America. After a year in Canada, they went to NY state where he engaged in boating for a couple of 
years before farming another eleven. In 1866 the Ingrams came to a farm in Bridgewater Twp., Rice Co.. Jane 
Ingram’s siblings were William “Willie”; Thomas born 1858 and died 1928 who married Isabelle Jane 
Cowden [the daughter of John and Annie Mae Workman Cowden] who was bom 3 Oct. 1869 and died Feb. 1952; 
Olive Ingram born 28 Apr. 1863 in NY who married William Henry Larkin [the son of Edmund Larkin of 
England and Jane Ann Patterson of Scotland] who was bom 11 Sept. 1851/52 in Baraboo, Wl and died in 
1922; Eliza Ingram who married George Sears; and Mary Ingram who married Andrew Monahan.) Henry Orr 
was a carpenter, and he and Jane first lived in Dundas, but by 1899 when his mother died, Henry and Jane 
were living in Todd Co., MN. Later they settled in Faribault, MN where they spent the rest of their lives. 
Henry died 24 May 1929 in Faribault and is buried in Groveland Cemetery in Dundas. His wife, Jane, who 
predeceased him, died 31 Mar. 1928 in Faribault and also is buried in Groveiand Cemetery. Their children 
were 1) Arthur Warren bom in Dundas 14 Sept 1873; 2) Leslie Peter “Les” born in Dundas 6 June 1875; 
3) Elsie Maude born 12 Apr. 1878, died 1 Feb. 1958 and buried in Groveland Cemetery; 4) Effie Viola born 
27 Apr. 1881; 5) William Thomas bom 30 Mar. 1884, died 11 Nov. 1956 in Faribault and buried in 
Meadow Ridge Memorial Park, Faribault, MN. Married Hilda Schirmer who was born 4 Dec. 1886, died 11 
Feb. 1962 and was buried with husband in Meadow Ridge Memorial Park. Will and Hilda had one son, Maurice 
R. Orr who was bom in Sept. 1928, married Dorene Hawkinson 8 June 1954, died 14 Aug. 1996 and was 
buried in Red Wing, MN. 6) Ethel Mary bom in 1888 married Craig C. Calkins who was bom 31 Aug. 1874. 
Craig died 22 Sept. 1926 and was buried in Maple Lawn Cemetery in Faribault. After Craig’s death, Ethel 
lived in Farmington and her home was condemned and destroyed when Hwy. 218 (now Hwy. 3) was made into a 
four-lane highway. She died in Farmington, MN 2 Dec. 1950 and was buried next to Craig. Ethel Orr Calkins, 
who often would come every so often to visit Mom, was bom in 1888 and Mom, Ethel Orr Chester, in 1889. 

TO BE CONTINUED WITH THE LAST THREE CHILDREN IN THE 2ND AND NEXT GENERATIONS 
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HELP WANTED 

All members are encouraged to place queries with the RCGS. There is no charge and no limit to the 
numbers of queries per year. They will be printed as space permits and as soon as possible after they 
are received. Please type, print or write clearly. Words should be written in full to minimize errors. 
We may at our discretion use some abbreviations. Non-members will be charged a fee of $5 per entry. 
In addition, we will print group sheets, ancestor charts, pedigree or Ahnentafe! (European) charts, and 
descendant charts for people with Rice County connections - free for members, $2 per sheet for non¬ 
members or we will print one free in connection with a non-member query submission. Again, they 
will be printed as space permits and as soon as posable after they are received. 

NOTICE: When members have a news item, query, list of lines being searched, or any other notice of 
interest to the general’membership, please give or send the item to Dorothy Chester Herkenratt, 2405 
NW 2nd Ave., Faribault 55021 so that it can be included in the Newsletter. 

**********■*•****•***■*•************.*■*■*»** 

BRIDGEWATER TWP. BOOKS PROJECT 

We are pleased to report that the Rice County Genealogical Society’s project of transcribing the various 
Bridgewater Twp. record books going back into the mid- to late-1800s is progressing well. While 
Janalee Cooper, Bridgewater Town Clerk, had hoped that we would finish the project by the spring of 
2013, those working on the project feel that it cannot be completed before the end of summer or in the 
fall, especially since indexing has not been done nor has the indexing format been decided upon. Most 
books have been photocopied, deciphered, transcribed, scanned and printed out ready for proofreading. 
In addition to members Harriet Berg, Cheri Albers, Audrey DeMann, Norma Gilbertson, Ed and Arlene 
Williams, Randtne Meehl and Darlene Pfahning working on the project under the overall supervision of 
Town Clerk Janalee Cooper, we have had some very good help from outside RCGS, transcriptionists/ 
typists who volunteered to help: Bill Becker, Linda Stadler, Doris Welke, Jessica Raines; working on 
scanning, computer details, etc., have been Barb Henwood from the Northfield Senior Center, Ariel 
Butler, a project director with the Northfield Historical Society (and now a RCGS member), Alicia 
Rueter from the Rice Co. Historical Society, and Bruce Morlan of the Bridgewater Town Board. 
Shariene Berge, a “computer whiz” is the latest person to join the group and is able to do many other 
things with computer programs beyond our capabilities and is helping with putting the records on-line. 
Unfortunately, Bill Becker has had to drop out due to the work schedule with his new job and Norma 
Gilbertson left due to family commitments. 


BRIDGEWATER BIRTH & DEATH RECORDS MIGHT BE ADDED TO THE DALBY DATABASE 
John and Jan Dalby, life-members of RCGS, have approached the Bridgewater Town Board about the 
possibility of adding the town’s birth and death records to their Dalby Database. The Town Board has 
referred the possibility to their lawyer to research laws regarding how they might be copied. When the 
parameters have been established and permission has been granted, these important records will 
become accessible to the public as well. These records, and marriage and divorce records, were not 
included in the Bridgewater Twp. Books Project. 

NEW CONTACT FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH AT RICE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
As Norma Gilbertson no longer wished to continue doing research for others, one of our new members, 
Ariel Butler, has volunteered to do so. To secure more information on services she offers and her fee 
schedule, please contact her directly at: 

Ariel Butler, 1508 Pheasantwood Trail., Northfield, MN 55057 Ph.: 507-301-2767 

e.mail: ariel.emery.butler@gmaii.com 

*********************************** 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FOR 201? 

(Please prints 

Name 


Address 


Phone {_ \ 

lype of Membership: _ Individual $10 per calendar year 

- Family $12 per calendar year 

- I would like to make an additional donation of $___to help the Society 

meet its goals. 

Please make check payable to and send with this application to: 2'- - 

Rice County Genealogical Society 

Dorothy Herkenratt, Sec.-Treas. * 

2405 NW 2nd Avenue 

Faribault MN 55021 


Form 5/15/12 
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